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Tb-j undanlgnwl. «t minority of tho aelect committal)
(barged with the duty of " iiivrwtigntiriK nil the fift-i
and ir> uinatanoeii connected with tho wile ot the mill.
Inry rowrvati"hi nt Fort Huolling, the manner In which
odd wil'* was made, lo whom loiuie, the conitiderati.m
paid, tho U rtna <>» |>ayimnt, whether tito price |wki or

agree I to I"' l^id *iw mieqnnte or not, and whether
the .aid rtecrve, nt the tlmeuf mle, was longer wanted
for Ui" public aervlee," have, according to order, lot.I
the name tinder couHidvtatiuD, mid ilihtcntlrtg, uh liiey
most decidedly il<>, from th<" conclusions of (he major!
ty, respectAdiy submit the following tut their ro|*ut in
the IIM :

Hie undersigned entered upon the discharge of the
duty imposed upon them by the House with no imprm
ion* unfavorable to the transaction which was mndc the
abject of this investigation, and yet, with a fixed determinationto exhibit to public reprobation every act or motireof action within the scope of their inquiry, which
might ha found worthy of Jnat eondemnntion. They were,
indeed, aware of the clamor and denunciation which had
followed the execution of the contract of sale, during the
post summer andMl, and of the hnrih iinputationa which
were then cant upon the Secretary of War, but it required
but little discernment to (lotrs.t in this concentrated hitter
iitwsof the opposition proas, tire ravings of tire disappointed
peculator and the fmntic exaggerations of the |M>liticul
partisan. Knowing that the sale of a military reservationcould only l>e conducted try the Secretary rrf War,
under the direction of the President of tho lltiiied States,
sided by the advice of Ids cabinet; Hint all the facts and
circumstances o uinectod with such sale could at any mo
merit Ire brought under the scrutiny of tire public judgment; and tlmi sutlicient motive would at all times existfor ex|Kmure, if (here was anything improper in it, ordinaryprobability wpuld alone have mat discredit ii|ron
most of the olmurd calumnies which so freely found currencyin a prostituted press. Still, as there is st all times
n possibility that corruption may creep into the o[ierationsof government, and as it is the duty of every good
citijen to guard "gainst the abuses Incident to the
distribution of fratronugo, and lo repel with unceasingvigilance every tendency to favoritism and corruption,the undersigned entered u|>on tho task imposedupon them witli apurjroHe, distinctly announced,
of exposing whatever h;ul the slightest taint of official im
purify in the transaction referred to their examination.
They fait no dissatisfaction at tho tact that a majority of
the commiwee who wnorn incy wore cat leu «|*»n to net.
were politically arrayed against the leading policy of the
government, and might, in addition to their sense of publicduty, feel stimulated by the rare, gratification of discerningsomething worthy of condemnation in the oflielal
ccmhict of an tulniinistr.Uion to which they were opposed.'Hie President or Secretary of War, who wunot
pass, in the ordinary discharge of hi* official duties, un

scathed through the fiercest ordeal of his political has,
in scarcely worthy of hi* exalted station. The tinder
signed were, therefore, prepared to go as fnr as the most
malignant enemy of those distinguished functionaries
could desire, in all'ording every facility to ferret out and
expose every net inconsistent with ttio pure and upright
slministration of the public interests. Accordingly, the
moat unlimited rnnge of Inquiry was asserted by the, majority,and nioat cheerfully acquiesced in by the minority.
Kvcry witness whose testimony was deemed uikui any |H>iiit
desirable, no matter how distant, and no matter at what expense,whs promptly subjtutnned. A latitinle ofexainination
which would not la) tolerated in any of tlio orilinnry judicialtribunals of the country was submitted to without
exception. Every call upon the War Department, no

matter how irrelevant, was promptly acceded to. Not a
( solution, not a motion, not, a suggestion, was presented
by any one of the majority dining our protracted sittings
that met with the slightest opposition. If wo have,
therefore, failed to discover anything in thin transaction
worthy of condemnation, it haa not been from want of
the most searching and probing investigation to which
any otficiui act has ever been subjected probably in the
history of litis government.
The proceedings of the committee, with all tbo documentaryand oral evidence upon which the reports are

founded, are now submitted to the House. 'Phot record
is before lite country, and will s|>eak for itself. The
committee was in session during a period of three months,
ami tifly-two witncssca were examined at a cost to the
government of $14,830 2f> for the item of witnesses'
attendance only.
When the Hon. Hubert Smith, of Illinois, on tire 4th

of January last, submitted his resolution risking litis
committee of investigation into (ho facts and ciietitnatonceaconnected with the recent sale of Fort Sitelling, it
wits at thut. time supposed that lie meant to give countenancemid credibility to those gross imputations which had
been cast through the partisan press upon tlie integrity
«uu m-uoi hi me owreui)' oi war. *11 tine spirit Ji wits
met in the Hotibu und delimit ly courted liy the flicmis of
thatdistinguished functionary. It was. therefore, not
without surprise, mingled with u high degreo of pleio-ure,
that the honorable gentleman won be.inl to nnnotiucu from
Ilia eaut, on the 15th of the same month, the following
frank and emphatic disavowal of any audi object in H>kingfor lits resolution of inquiry
" I ilW ii"t, an-l tlin resolution ilnc* not, mat any hnpllUlion upon

nay ( ullnnmn 1 fool 11 duo to myself to spy that 1 know a gi»»l do il
iitaiat ih'* iirltt-r, and t have Igultlo'l to the chairman of the commit
tec, when tMysni/.-wl, I would appear before Ihem al any Unw limyni'irtil dcelyiuita and toll niv atory; hut I liaco never r.ild, mid do nol
IIOU ray, thai llm Biu lolary "I War (lhl am thing «roy ei the mailer.
I rapaat, that I do ni>t charifo, by implicitum or otberwWe, anytlilng
*nmy In tha Ra rat try of War. I prola-l that II. la not ft legltlmntsitrdurilon from the reodatlun that thero la any framl charged vptm

III like manner, when brought bftforo the coinmittee as
a witness, he disclaimed, In the most emphatic terms,
"any knowledge of fraud upon the pin t of seller or purchaser,or anybody else.".(Question 2,569.)Wo may here dismiss this ns|tect of the subject, bydating that there Is not one word or syllable in this whole
mass of testimony which casta the very slightest imputationupon the fairness, the impartiality, or integrity of
the Secretary of War. Witnesses have differed from liim
in the opinion upon which he acted In abandoning Kort
Knelling i(n a site no longer useful for military purposes ;
erne have criticised his selection of agents as not is-ingthe most shrewd and sagacious lhat might have heen cmployed,aud others have regarded the price at which the
property was sold ns below its just value ; but no fact 1ms
Itfcn brought forward, no charge lias been exhibited, no
opinion has boon expressed, no luttwii<lo has been 1ms«"1ed,in any form, or with any i|iialiticatiofi, rellecting
upon tin- purity and disinterestedne«u of the [ ensuml and
official connexion of tlie Hocretaiy of War with the transitionunder consideration

'oiniiiittees of investigation by the nuiliority of (Jo»areamongst Hie most valuable instrumentalities of
public justice, win-re tlicy have some practical and con
"MWH Object in view. They should not, however1,'* ordand except us the uuum of attaining intirawtion
ptflliminary hi some |iropiwvl action, within the clear and
nrngniscd authority of the House. When a member or
"flaer of the body is charged with an offence which, if
Mootalned to tie true, would Hiihjoct him hi ex|mlsion.removal, or some other punishment within the scope of
"it authority ; when a high functionary of the governmentis charKed with official delinquency under such cir"iiiuitaiiceaof criminality aa might Imi to the exliitiition

articles of Impeachment against him, we nil recognisehe propriety of such an inipiiry preliiniiiary to our ac
lun Hut it can scuiecly Is; regarded as consistent withthe dignity of the House, or falling within its approprite jurisdiction, in the face of nil disclaimers of fraud,mrrnptioii, or official guilt, to institute an Inquiry into'he fset whether a fsiwer in its nature executive, andlearly conferral hy law, has been discreetly andjudi«musly exercised hv the President, or the agents selected
'J him ! Surli inquiries may gratify an idle and nniligJWrt curiosity, Imtenn loa<i to no practical action liy thislouse, 'i'liey present, from their character, a mere mass

'I difoidant and conflicting opinion ; they assume juiisjuctiun oV(.r question* in their nature purely executive or
t'lrficii*!, and they assail the true theory of our govern'""litlay siilwlituting the rydwne ot this I* sly for the
j of those in whom the constitution ami laws have
" I' ll the di* ision of the point at issue
"« had hoped that, ujkhi a caltn ami impartial review
tlic evidence, there would have boon in the commitnno dissent as to the fair and just conclusions to be

"iwn lioiu it. if this inquiry had lioen suggestive of
"1* ode of dis|sis<iig of the military sites Is-ttei adapt-to advance the public interests than the mode sdopt- j
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od In the present cam! by the ISceretacy of Will, and any gebtloiiri of
/'/ ;/<< of such a bill hod been submitted, we should doubt- to (lie favo
letis most cheerfully have concurred in it. Kutih wouli I " 1 Iwi* ui
lie the uuly fruit, if auy, that could be ktgjliiuately th* sal* of u»
gathered from an investigation like the present. lu the h K'V
mass c»f diwonlaut twtlinony which has heeu elicited by « 'of'tli'
a transaction which ha* been so fruitful a theme of news uUHury »u.t

|«M|N>r dcuuuciatiou, au«l which lew «o keenly elicited the 'ronT"jivl to'

passion* and cupidity of disappointed land agent*. It won {.'"'jVi
nut to be supped that material enough might not lie .nliur» i-ei
culled from Uie partial opinion* of a itortiou of the wif ilwncu givia
ire**** upon which a report might be framed ingeniously
assailing the official judgment and de« ision of (he Sccre iie""irooi'i
tary of War ; yet, in Uie absence of all corrupt, aelti*h, io,n, iwm <

and improper motive* of action In tlrut officer, it wan Wis lu ivb
hoi»ed that these ojiiuion* would have been estimated
at no ruoru tlmn their true worth, and e*|iecia!ly when ,,1M, lt,..
they are outweighed upon every material point hy result wiiidi
the great lx*ly of Uie evidence accompanying tld* re- »ni"»K the M

port. It tvaa not until our meeting subse<]ueiit to the m(ll"
clone of the testimony thai we ascertained with cer- rrcummnwl l
tainty that such would not be the course of the commit may imuuk
tec. We confess w e have beard I lie report of the major- Similar
ity with surprise. We are prepared to concede the skill tary of Wa
ami ability with which, lt is framed, yet we regard it |*r- to the clcsu
tiol lu lt* view of Uie oulgect, and ifga»si4w*W» based «) upon |
upon the least reliable evidence in the record. Scarcely the follow!
an allusion la made in their report to that great hotly of . Uf >( fv
tcsliuroiiy which overfhrtiw* every condemnatory position n«r*li 3, i*i
which lt has assumed. This course of the msjoiity lis* isry lie*.' ti<

thrown upon us the necessity of a full and elaborate re- ""h f'.y1'1
view of the whole case. Both reports will lie before the i"^i"""l>"
country, and we are prepared to stand upon Uie fairness ' ',c ''r<>
of our statement of facts, and the soundness of our con- chief of tin
elusions, as drawn from these forts, ll no other benefit cn'
shall bo derivctl from the lurgo expenditure of public ing to his
money caused by this investigation, it may at least pre- country,
sent a salutary admonition to the American people to essential t

guard their minds against that spirit of cniumuy and de- which, in
traction which is ever ready to ascrilw the worst motive president it

and the worst conduct to a political opponent; and to ''c defence,
pause, before they permit flieir impressions of a public by these <

functionary to be controlled by tlio shrieks of disappoint- acting mul
cd s|ieculntni'H, when ilie very offence so loudly charged,
may have been a lirm, faithful, and successful effort to uncoiiditin
defeat illegal combinations, and to protect the public in- transmittei
tcresta from sacrifice. Cases may

IL.O.r,, nrn^lln., nwM.nl ..n ......I, ..f HuA.l.l.nm enimCnt HI

Unbodied in this report, some preliminary obwrrtUoni country in
are essential to a )uhC comprehension of the subject eui- *n0 H

biaced iu this inquiry. pnrtment <

proprietyMilitary Rttervalutnt. ! jriw.(
lb-nervations are [srrtioiis of land severed from the muss

i,f the public tloinain and appropriated liy Imv to some Hhortlyspecific public use. These public uses are various. Those ixdministrndesigned ru< sites for the construction of fortK, arsenals, Deinu'tiucinurl armories, with the grounds appurtenant tlicreto for mj|iplrythe supply of water, fuel, forage, &c., are termed military j|(jH 0j,jecjreservations. tuib <l by (
In general the decision us to the quantity of land to be la|j,)n. ,ln,

reserved for such public use, and the places where to lor (|lH(located, rests iu the discretion of the President, subject to treaty w
such regulations as Congress limy, from time to time, pre- (||(,
scrilsv confluenceWhen land is thus appropriatod it is withdrawn from n.
the control <nnd supervision of the General ljurd Office, junction r
No power exists in that department to make sale of it. j, Kj(j (
No right exists in a State even, in whose jurisdiction it Ant|n,|,ylies, to condemn it for public purposes, making just com- Senate in
(rensation for the same, it is not subject to entry, nor to ,.ir|y jn,jjtlie right of pre-emption. No title, iu opposition to the movementgovernment, rain Is: acquired in it, and every person, llMtj|whether a citir.en or a stranger, who without permission ( n]|,0un I
enters uism it for the purpose of settlement or oer'ujiution, ^
is a trespasser, nnd may Ih' removed by the judicial, and, jn(jjftn t,.(if need Ire, by the military force of the govcrnmerrt. [siwcrful I

'I'he United Slates lets its military Bites in every seetltai that sectie
of tire coufodcracy in the old States as well us in the ginning tu
new. Hut those large military reservations which ts-ea- vancing w
shmuily nppear so conspicuously in our legislative history 0f |S19, (
have usually Irecu parcelled out from the public domain «,,,,( witli
at some isriut lieyond or upon the verge of our frontier ,,t. tiic inn
settlements, where posts are erected anil troopn stationed when- he
for the protection of the early settlers ngaiiist the nggres- stockaded
sions of their savage neighbors, ''"ho rapid flow c>f our in coiumni
|K>pubition, "which, like the Pontic sea, knows no ehl>;" which
the extinction of Ore Indian title ; tire retreat of the na- Invii caller
live tribes still further into the great central wilderness, From II
soon changes the character of these sites from frontier to jswt of so
interior |sists, surrounded by a thrifty and numerous agri- known tre
cultural [ample, nurl um-less for all the pur[NMcs for which Indiiui titl
they were originally establislierl. They are consequently land west
abandoned,, and new |ms(s planted on tire ever-changing degrees ol
Imtindarics of western civilization. A sketch of the es- superficiallabllshuieut ami removal of our military posts would a coiisequi
present nn accurate history of the progress of population smaller rc
nnrl settlement from the Alleghany to ihe llocky inoiin- of llmt 'I

tains. treaties tli
Notwithstanding tlie cessation of tire purposes for sots ; now

which these tiacts of land were set apart, und even their growing r<
aliandoumeiit for all military purposes hy tlie govern- Stales of t
merit, yet, having licen appropriated for n s|MX'ilic oli- of near .'10
ject by law, no authority slmrt of Congress could restore iiiciuInts
them to a condition to pass into tin! mass of the pri- whole of t
vntc pnqicrty of the country. To pmvide a rvinrdy for and west <
this Inconvenience a law was passed by Congress on the populntiot.'Id day of March, 181!', ami w hich may be seen by ref- become ut
ercnco to 3d volume Statutes at Large, page 520. It pro- sulwllliite

vides : Itorn so in

" Tlisl thii Kerrslnry of \V«r lie, nisi lie In liereliy, nniliorlx"<l, nadir ailOllt I liO
lite dlris tren el llie I're.-i'leiil »f llie l'iiU"»l Slnle., In cmisn to bs sold Hidgcly, 1
on li tnllilnry slltis /s/imying In/A. t'nilnt Shift» ns limy iinve been No Soon
riiiiiiil nr biHouie loeienn for mlllinry purismes.'1Ililo Milin
The authority to sell, under Uio language of this net, title and s

was construed by the President, with the to I vice of the incnt, an I
Attorney General, to extend only lo such military sites as even iu arl
belonged to tlie United Slates at the date of the law, and when the
lis coll fi'l* 111 mi ii 111Ik r l.v l.i Ci.ill ..I.'h .aI . if B'ort Hi
kIviI nnd riwrvnl Hiiice iU ilslc. In consequence of thin Hon of C<
want of authority many site* that might, with groat ail Hon, and
vantage to tiro country, havo la-en Hold and opened to 'J'he For
cultivation and improvement, were continued to la- held ment until
Iry the government, Htihjecting Congress. to importunate three and
applications for the passage of s|>cciai ar ts for the sale of By an ni
some particular reservation sought to be brought into 1W>2, t"he
market. In all these efforts at special legislation a strug hntuidnriet
gle naturally ensued between those who represented the three arret
l<s-al interests of the Territory and those who represented of the tie
the interests of the treasury the object of the lirst Is-ing veyed and
to bring the reserves under the operation of the general the IVesidt
land system, which would subject them to pre emption cut oil er
nnd public sale, and secure its disposal at the minimum .'»,000 t
price of one dollar and a quarter per acre ; whilst the Kails ; tht
more special friends of the public treasury, denying tho lis, and at

just application of the pre-emptive principle to such hs-n- not sur|sis
tions, contending that their value far exceeded the wild A sale o
and frontier lands, ami I lint this special value had ltcen im- reserve, to
parted to them by the expenditures of the government two seres,
and the protection gi\en to the settlers around them, was marie
maintained that they should he sold in such manner, at auction, at
public or private sale, as would last secure n fair price for all the le
them and liest indemnify tho government for the money $ I 2.1 (s-r
expended ii|ton them. Jt is needless to say that, in ail one cent ir

these acts of special legislation, the interests of the trcas (See Ap|s-r
my were made to yield to the Importunities of tho local The rest
application. sixty-one t

In Novemlier, 18.">t, (leu. Josup, quartermastr-r gen been di.qst
eral, thus calls the attention of tho Secretary of War to (fee Appcr
this subject: since sold
" In ersinexSsi w 1O1 thlt It mar 1st pretstf to romsrk ihst.

Ilioro Mr* many attpa no kmger monmry for military pvrpoaca, |
whkb have !»» < omr vrry VAlipblff In r<ma*q»irnrn of (ho «»i|»rmlH»ro«i W»lfl l»Ul fo
nfttic K'tviHifjcnt and ihn |»r<»f!i«»t« git mi lo Miller* In IhHr nrtgh- who hfivo
IxirhfHHl, wlii'h. tffntd for ihrir full vatw*. would nupplv n fund nuIII p,,|| v;,
«imit, or nonrly »o. Ibr all nrw frontier ImprovrnwofM. Thf Men f 41
tary of U iir hits probably now authority t«» aril tin*** aitu* but r'f*M °> *"**
wbotftor mo or not. u modification of the lun fur llirlr mI«, m *< h Tl) ft* 111
anthnfto* tlir flting of n minimum Mornrtblng like Ihrlf InlrlnaW* talow, K<»v,.», i|i«»ti
bt>b»w which i»o 4* In nhnil l«ko effii l or bo <wm«t«l*rOft legal, U f
quired for tho pronation of (ho public intonta, Tho rooorv*H ul Fori I'HCO of tin
Howard, H>ri Sn. llitt#, Fort Oraw ford, lunl Itork Inland nhouUft it rnd *<<**! the I
bo made a millt*»\ iV-pot, IfaoM for anything Ilk" ibHr rnluo, would htlilflihffM
bring Into tb«» irmoif^ more than a tnllM«n of dollar*. Without atirh . .

^
n m«» titration of ib»» law IViv I* poa/ ilnttgrr. tbouM 'hr** aifMitle ''

bir»d« hr 1nr</ f«r uifr, Iknl n»fn»n(i/thil and /flw/'O iptfM/fl/or# Will nwio til
roml tn anil, f-v 'Arr»»/.« t>J ttoieiKC. llVlMt'fofr hvftrpt (trt'l praieitf-l* CU Htj%t<' <»f (III
trr,f fr> m hut'tiny f»r th.m. ow! th"$ (*tr th*-mmm and their f.rfim«>nt Wtitnf'ilnolr* thf *rk.'h- <%f lb* m nf the minimum ftfir* nf IM fWlTtiatrtl
f»r lU .«./ ' la,, I,. the treaaui

The«e anggnationK of (leu .Teaup note made mote than
two yeai« after the ;usK.ige of the law reducing the Kort Tho mn

Smiling nuerve to it* prcarirt limit*, and it dhow* thi«t M with great
early as IH.M he c<intemplivted tho Male of that trnet, to- «)*>« an ap
gotlier with the other military rcKcrvntiniif) named all the pttrehw
of which. It in lathered, have ninee lieen either netnallv entertain tl
aold. er remain in poaaeMelon of the government after tin "Mtlll tired
rmeci sufnl effort* t<» .(Tret. tie ir Male. the opinion

II in. .lertmuon Unvht, tlien tVvrvtary of War, In hi* the eotime
annual rcportdf Dcoembfcr II, 1B34, endoraea the »tig iHmjmmwI of

'

'

"
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- . - ... - -9 "» ;'** >». ..>- (Jen

Jumip, and tbtiK rctxmiin< lulii the ftubjri't UwiUillwr. (!«r fthu <»|»hit«»u <>f UeiM
Uilile cuiiNiilcMitioii of Coiigri-bK : a|l** wH| M imiltai) (jtihiti<»tfe,
«*k ntifHii'Ht in tli«) uecei4«Uy l'«»r luiiioi togittltpon for r<5#|K£lt hlltl (leforcilCf but hp
cIchh military nit**#. A«oor<liiiK to tin* <:ou»tr action ohlrlt U* #Hh llM upon whichlieL
i» to tUu act* n|*Hl (Iim HHhJiHl, nmt *h|ch. thongli it* in the U*rtt< ul*i {-^uv allinWi

,i-Imm'DdoiihtMl, lii'ial tw as H*»«tI#M| by 1H# -«#W-.iUtai
. .h.- , of Mnr> I) 8. 1MI». ZT « H"* tW he WHH lufluMH ed il

tlom l.fH , .111! UiMt Of April 2H, 18/*, only m i»n<l« Mu vte*« wbOTv n* *> ably preneiittMl 1
th»« I oit« fltal" for fori*, Arc A< f-or<1fng to tfct** \.01t ef t|u» «MMf )«*M, III which b« *

a vl *J0»
*).»» >, himI 1 therefore ie< o<nuieiul Unit tliy provisions ot |>n**<Tlf policy OflOCtltlflg pOHMI Ml

K authority to a el u*elo*« military pile.* lit? extend**! li» tftrapM* llbl # dfatftbtitblg our tlx*
« reservation*. iftAjJfejIfet-'tlbl ttl DttMJ|MMIi Wist# till*I il

' rvatun* artMm i military p.**, aHftoaNy *-tablut>M ^i3itnUbiir tlSnui hrir numbers
Pf. «II.I mm mImo* i.y th« of ,UV. WIJ
quired groat not only from th« rUo In tho pricr ol ftt>tlt HTOIculttdict 81 II WWill

mops, nr ni Iho pubis- In <ll«|-imln* al public. CougraM adopted t«W mmnnllniia thcie
* lbi»«. vlib-h uam« wltMa Uw «<* of Itlia, M wan fiiua-l

,
7* ,K.V J!V.,

wore far Iwlowr lliu fulr market value of tint la ail a "*
, WObvioMwprJJprlllt^ ill

liai bovu atlrlhntail. no iloiibl correctly, to uiioton illoii- the- rrtllllipfl t>C Xpft Kneillttg tllJt* no ti
-bier*. f rWiir with Ibe nuerlarmaatrT *enrral to ihe the adaiiUMttaffioa fst that-depart inrnt
miliar mnlii ran bo prev-ule-l In toturo unhr by ratah ... i i 1 . / u.c»
iiii-nil price. below Willi h the l.iml -hall ant to- m*I ami I I ITVJ , ,

lial prvvulon be miulo for lliia purpuM In any sol Uial then, and 040 decllAfid silMM, to cliauuc
ni on themibjei t." icy, anioibM become sanctMned by v

recommendation* were rvpeah-d by the Necre- W* om»cU»¥UBt 11bat of
it In each of hit ettct ceding annual tepmt* up aWlfntoUdW- The pttoWU decretal
s of lain adwUdat ration, which wete ttnaijy act ^"UTT"1
f»y tt»$ naiMM, on the 3d of Mttrch, 1M67, of f«mnl ml«7»Fl®Wwwh**n he i

iig supplementarylaw : War Department, and which lux I rwt-i
r,Krr enmtol, That the provMona of appreve-i of <""* «rf Wuntry for th«
H, eniiilml An act aoUiontln|| the aale of certain mill J care.
i. ami they nra liereliy, eileieleil to all military or Oil th« 7tll of April, 1857, Hoil. Hanr'
thereof, whlrli are or may becomo naeleaa for nllltory (into delegate, and now a senatoi elect

addressed a communication to the S
ililent of the United States, an commander-in urging upon hi* attention the expe-di
S army, Ims the unquestioned right, independ- ^ o( t|t« Fort Snelling reservation. ]
islation, to occupy or abandon any |smt accord- Uult Mr ](!«, had any interest in this s

migmtmt of (lie inilitury necessities of the m|ch ,w i.iKht properly Influeace him
The legislation of Congress wns, however, tive of that Territory. ,-liarg<) reserv
0 confer an authority to make sale of a site W(,re injurious to the interests of thee
Lite exercise of his const itulional functions, the venting improvements by the State, uoun
ihould deem no longer necessary for the pub fius communication, in accordance witl

That authority is in dear and explicit terms, department, wua referred to the quart
nactmcnts, vested In the Secretary of War, for |jb opinion. General Jesup repli
er the direction and control of tho President 1)rjcty of a sale of that reserve would ti
ted States. The power Is full, absolute, and military policy to lie hereafter adoptemal; and, when exercised, a perfect title is then existing was to be change.), and th
d from the government to the purchaser. concentrated at central points, whore th
|s)h»ili|y hereafter arise of fraud upon the gov- Hu[>plltxl when not in the field, there war
iiflicierit b> justify the judicial tribunals of the northern frontier so suitable as Fort Sue
annulling the sale ; but It is difficult to Iniag- tloIl 0f the reservation should be sold,

hie contingency in which the legislative de- policy of lasting the troop* in small garof the government can with any constitutional yDU<-, tiicu a quarter section of land, w
interfere with rights derived under such a con- ttu,l . control of the ferries, would Is- su

depot of supplies. Upon a full consider!
furl Siirlhiif/. the Secretary of War decided, in view

After tin- acquisition of lxiuisiana, and during the iug and long established policy of the
ition of Mr. Jefferson, the attention of the War a sale of the reserve, or certainly a la
it was directed to the establishment of several should be ma-te. He accordingly, in
ten on the Mississippi river, in pursuance of dcsjiatched Major Setli KhhIuiiiii, nn r

, laoutenaiit, afterwards General 1'ikc, was de- gent officer of the army, who had resl
Jencral Wilkinson to make the necessary explo- that post, with instructions to survey
1 pun-liases from tho Indians then occupying acre lots, slating tliat he wished it
ry. On tiie 23<1 of September, 180f>, lie effected persons ol small means might have i

il.li the Sioux, by which tlu-y relinquished to purchasing. (See answer to question IIStates, for military pur|s>ses, the laud (it the When sufficient time had elapsed for
of the Mississippi and the St. refer'*, since this survey, the Secretary of War ap(«
Minnesota river, commencing lielow the man and William King Helskell,esq., i

>( those rivers, and extending nine miles tin on behalf of the government, to make f

it mo Mississippi, anil including lac rails nt m. sain reserve u»> coiihi ott <iis|a>seii oi wii

(Hoc 2d volume of executive journal of the the public interest, accompanied l>y tli
tges 76,77, iiml HO.) Notwithstanding thin of instruction!!:
cation of the policy of the government, no wah
won made towards its occupuikcy hk a military Wmhinji
a much later period. In the fall of 1818 Mr. Gtsnmui: Vnmnhtnibv nsnavltst mul
hen Secretary of War, decided to take the neure- l**""". "»' rw«r> uiou ma-ie t>y the t

. ,
'

.. , liny. In ftin 1errM"ry or Minunwitn, unit rtnmiU. secure to our country the advauteg.-s of the fBr"tl 1(WI1 mniU;VKlm,,ln .y governmentile, and to, keep ill cheek the numeroiiH ami whether there nr» «uy actual (rulers i

ril.a-s of Sioux and FlilpjstwHS, which inhabited have mml« vahtMhla rnipirovsnirnta tberene, a

>n ofour country, and who were already lie- the exiss-iaitqu. y^i-tuiipce-i ay th« act
, , ..

"
, iiio-nt<, i*imrthj|t pre etiibUon right* exteiMtert h

give indications ol hostile fouling to the ml- il»> rtrramstamwii, they ahisibl 1h> alimrr
hite HCttlcmouhi. Accordingly, in the spriug cording nm liumlrml ami auty «err< each, «:o*

Colonel, afterwards General leaven worth, waa at Ut« sovurutueat pr»«' of one dollar
the 51 h regiment of Induitry to occupy Mm alto ''[.'X,,, .,,ov. «ffl raport to (ht*fineti«« of life lliHKiHslppi mul 8t. rotor « river, wft*r hnrv oMWuhI tlm
plnrKl his ronunaiul in htiU, And conKtroctal ,nn.v rrr« ir« further ittnmtonn la rt^uro i
cfriHTS. Col. Smdtttlrf, having Kiicocetal him **'! r,i" ft" .I*1'*nervation

, - fa. i triM't Iw wlilrli nn HCtnnl HelUer mny lmve Jwt
ju, ciVctcu wurkH of mom |M'Muivncnl clinmc Ho auctlon^truirglvliii; duo i^ylit t* ui tli<* iirlndih
, when Completed, were then and have since wen, (,r nt prlmiM sale, tn ttwrw or lots uf fori

J |iy 11in imnic per *«»! * «»f «<m*U iiuMhim to )juntta4itf,or ii
iat jH'i'lod fort Sm iling continued a military ," K'' '"lt J"

Ule im|HirtlllH'U until 1851, when, l>y the well y,., W||l .-xainliHi tart ttielliiiK, with relerciu:
alien of Traverse den Sioux and Mendota, the a* « niuttnry iiii«ator tim »« nf U» j;< \.nmi.->

le wan extinguished to that hliim-lisc laalv of "" "'".uM ''"*m 11 m-eeiumry fur sikIi pur
Irani naln I!» liiiiiiUnvx nml uniii Imul in nmof the AlhooaMppt river, extending over lour IHit i,-«, tii«n amy m-r<".

latitude and live uf longitude, and covering a Yeu will ma n\|nian loualii llml |«rt uf the i

area of forty-live thoinwind winarc inilca. An "v*r» xi»*<-yuril *u4< liur< li Imkuiginr; U>, ami

"I rnrciuiM' the IndinnH removed to J^̂«,

penatioim in the noithein and wchtern i»>iUiuw milflmiitnviiiliiii, with Ha uauliirniniiiliiiii llat li
'enitory. l'riur to the ratification of those i1i-«|h».-.-.i >>i iur miy eiimr iuuihu..-,
ere were hut five organized counties in Minne ,nrf reitiH-eiiuliy, your olinliput servuiit

r there are upwaids of forty counties, mid this
-public is now asking admission its one of the Ms>>r Ssin Kaui-max, r s. A,
his confederacy, claiming to have a population Wmu* Kimi Uki-kku. i-->«i

0.000, nml claiming to 1«; entitled to tluve Wnshtngluii.
if the House of itejnesentativrs. Almost the It may lie here remarked that Mr.
Ids hi--rdy and enterprising population is north known citizen of Virginia, A farmer by
if Fort Snelliug, between that and the Indian tleiuan of intelligence and higli charac
1. Since the treaty of 1851 Kort Knelling has w member of the general assembly of tl
terly useless as a post of defence, whilst, as n a mail in whose honesty, Integrity, and
to an oinjilisli the purposes for which it had actor Governor Floyd had, from person
iriny years used, Fort ltiploy was established, fullest confidence.
miles north of It, on the Mississippi, and Fort It will Isi seen from the almve inslr
.10 miles west of It, on the Minnesota. hi aivxinlaneo with a suggestion contain
icr did the torrent of emlgiatlon liegin to flow nlcallon of (Jen. Jesup of the 14th of
si.ta, invited by the extinction of the Indian previously referred to, and endorsed by
tiiiiuluted by the liberal policy of the govern- Ills annual report of the 4<h of beet
horizing setllviueiils mid pre emption rights, niinimiiin was tixeii, la-low which the I:
vance of any survey made by government, sold, 'lliat minimum was $7 50 ja-r nt

public mind, impressed with the further inutility ing the highest sum at which any acre

idling as a military |Hist, invoked the h gisla vntton hatl ever, in the history of this
mgress to reduce the bounds of that reserve- la-fore sold out of the limits ot a co|Kiri
to bring llie largest portion of it Into market. Secondly. Tbey were nspdred, if i

I Snelliiur reservation, as held bv the irovern- tlicy thought it proper to lie retained n»

n very recent peiiod, embraced between thirty- t" reserve from sale the l>uil<Jitif^n, am
thirty four thousand acres of land. they might consider suitable, not Jess t
i t of Congress passed on the 2(ith of August, Thirdly. They were author!**! to sell
reserve was reduced in <|tianlity, mnl its new new lots at public auction, if, in their Jt
i defined. Twenty six thousand and twenty lie interisit* would thereby be beat proi
i were severed from it, which the Commissioner Fourthly. Tlicy were authorized to
nernl land Office was required to have sur- private sale, in whole or in part, as,
sold at public auction, under the direction of they might deem best, but in no case i

'lit of the United States. The portion thus par acre.

nbrae.il some government buildings, worth Assuming the commissioners to Is? co
he magnificent water power of !St. Anthony's est men, It is difficult to conceive hoi
i sites of the cities of Mendota and Mincnpo- could have been latter devised to protc
mil for agricultural Ismuty anil productiveness 'he government. 'J'hc commissioners
sed by any in the Northwest. rogwted upon the point whether they I
f a portion of tho land thus separated from that the Secretary of War any private im
wit : live thousand three hundred and sixty- those contained in the above letter,
lying in what is called the Stillwater district, was at Fort Snelling at the date of
on tho 11th day of Septomlter, IH.'»4, at pnldic and did not see the Secretary, nor hail I
tor having Is-en advertised for six months in ence with him from tliat period until »f
ading papers of tho Northwest, and brought Heiskeil, who bore to Major Eastman
acre ; not a single arro having Isvn sold for states that the only further instruct
lore than the minimum price of public land*.. wer<! : "J want you to do the very l>et
ulix. pag<-s .'(A, .'ill, and 37.) government. 1 want that sale to Is: tli
due of it, twenty thousand six hundred nnd the United States. You will have a

wres, was sold in I HoA ; not one acre having to deal with, and you must keep your
s»'d of at. a higher price than f 1 2.r> jk<i acre. From the iUte of their appointment v

ulix, pages 2x to 34.) Some of this Innd has It appears from the evidence thai there
for six and even ten thousand dollars an acre, <»tion between tho Secretary of War an
hnve heard no complaint of the inadequacy of pointed by him, and that the latter, k
received by the government, although it was limits of their instructions, proceeded
r $1 23 an acre, and although some of those discretionary (towers vested in them,
Ih-i'ii most active in stirring up discontent at judgment and responsibility,
nelling sale were among the largest beneticia. After a satisfactory examination of Uu
ill*ral policy of the government. was ipiite familiar to one of them, fro
ion remained of the original reservation about at the place, the ixrmmissin
sand five hundred ai res, situated at tiin couliu- P"bhc service did not requiru tlie
! Mississippi and Minnesota rivers, upon which P°rt»"n u{ the reserve for military uses

arracks, hospital, officers' quarters, and other the experience of recent land sales, and
erected by the government. These buildings tiona thcu formed and forming to forci
reded *om» thirty y«mm i>efor«, nrre put up in price, it wa* exponent to avi
id imperfect manner, winrn of them were in a tt p«>»lic *»le, and, if poasilde, to
lapidation ami decay, ami If held hy the g" v a"'' 'a'r value to some respondIda puuh
onId have continued an annual harden ii|*in ",fi P,'rso» *>( Franklin Steele u gen

y for repair*. hined all the essential* of a fair, reapunai
Thf Snh ','c purchaser, and having flr*l catimaLei

government interest in that properly, t
jority of the committee in their report present reapondenoe in writing witli hiin to leai
i"*uuinener the t;e t tiiut. in Apiii, 1S.iti, paretinae, ami what price lie waa diaperipfioation living made to Mrnictary Llavia for Mr. Steele, in reply, expressed Ida wi

se of the Fort Knelling reserve, he declined to pun linaer of the property, and offerer 1
he proposition, tapoii the ground that It wo* $7j.000 tor it, tlie name wiikb he had
ia| for military pmpose.,," and they eontraat in lhofi. They informed him that, tli
ami decision of that eminent statesman with thu interest of the government in that

pursued hy the pren. nl Scoretaiy of War In the wyrlh the guin of $'.10,000 ; that tbeytlie same property in tea* than eighteen mouth* at private sale lie-low that, guui, and if hi

*. \itK- >'*"^i.nwT 0

^:*y» t ^ ,. 4 J,.' I H - U 'fc. Ui^l At,

1858. TWO CENTS.

T»i ihtvic, upon pilcr they would ck** u ivntim I of rale wiUt him Ue«:
we cuUtrUUu the t to fbehr proposition, niwl on the 6th of Ttine tinhimnot finiikkod to)tow log cuntieci of oak* won oxeoutrd between the |«u
MM'it Mo military Ue» I
1 U». It io more Arlatoi^ iiimiiwl uumW autl cutorwl >uto I'M nth 'lay << hm.,
i UmU deciaktu by l*tT, to »nfl i*<t«rr.n*rtf> nmman major t ttW-.l Putr. army, ami
.. hbaaannl » * »> lllM I****". «« « »< Urn UtM MUM* Ifs eruntrltl ( It.r

, Ht>t |«irl, »n«l Fmiikllii Sl»»l«\ nf Fori "iwlW. Ml"II' -"'* 1 'If a -I)
ought to impress ,h. ywt ta wit, tba iwrty <* t»rl »>«* Hi*
tl I ))WI(« In our wilt b> Ih» (nirly of tb« mh (Mid |*#i11 alt I (mi tr u* "f fwffva cf Inn*I
advance of set Uwra M Ms nwey # *»>vlimi nftm* ttustHnu Witt tb» toprovemtta! > null L meals iWtoo, I'lungtlug a"1* reset»(UK IHH'III.V (20; »' re. Ueeerilmit

,u «**" ,,e ** (mtnwx. In wit: .-iiiumem-lag tt Hi* sixitlieiiHr corner t*1Y»ilion
Ire expcilioucy of Su 41) tm», in **.ip« .Si. (id) kawit). isbt, la l«*u.l.l|> (i»M*iMi
ut u few iKililto, ty-ntsbt, In ra«*W (IS) Ixeul) Itirve, rnnmiif nnrlk forty (tOj nni.

Is season of Lki- ftn'iHri nr.ml (SO) aglny nxie. Omu.s south (M) Imiy iixlr, iln m o

u , emit (SO) eighty nst*, to lint |>Ut> e at lieyuHiUt,;, tin 'miie ln-ln;; ro
111 cuuutry. Had v»d lor « CVIhuMc CUnrch oud burial itrnund where llm eb'inli
would have Iwu mill liurml jjuxiiel imw u ohm, «n»n*iiiy nuil reserving Ihc a»rth
oih'tukiona ax to ipmftsv of xweUuii (SB) M»«m» in tswiwhlp <SH) tivewli rlfkl
,no Hii.ow.Unir to »« i«"«c (M) twm.i) ihj»r, uauuolag uwt scros. the buba. r«

, , 'f servM tne Prob-stai* grsve-ysrrt t..r one! 1a oan-MersM.xi .1! Ilie
would harp heoll oliiivi', lb* iwrlj ot Urn seuufwi p»H sorem., as* hereby tauSx Ian
IVMIMb Mlnol self, ln-lrr, etHcStwrx, tulmUiUt return', fcr In |»jr io lk« ViUbxt H«im
ike or.went 110I- awvwbtwenl, or auithartaeS MmiI or MMM, ttlM» tfMWO

.g ! »«nd dolUr# -4W)« third cf Mid a^m |My»blu <« th« iOtti <|py of July
^ noil, and ib«i reatdu* In two rtjual annual |Mym«afc* AtrfwIM. ttw

Kfpntl pmt*(ll|lg Mtid tract uf bud or rcatvaruttoti t oitloiiM mtou tfrflWMU'l air**.

y *U*I. m Will ltooM.HHi.in nf tho n«Xl bonis unH lin|irnv<nntinto In (W gfteu an warn no

I ..Hilar* ..Jir. KtP Horrotnty of War .aa di*|iea*e with U Ibr military |Miri«»e» and
' "

. ..
a Hnrot ftvmi whnn fhi'IIrot |*ynvnrt afi.mahl to tnado, ati'l oaiufoc,MWIiPWm » ( tory hc urn* Mr otm ilntwnad pytanfi nima. MMlanvowd by

tn] thfl npfirovitl *I rotary m War, nr agrnto a|i|«>i«tH-l i»r lliat pnrpiHir ,

mmo'illinr Iwnntv A« wltiiHHf our hanila anil ai-ala tho day and roar above ttrllton.
1 K ' XCTII KArTMAN,

Mojorff. H. A. Aifont.
r M. Rim, at thatWM. KINS tlKISKH.I loan. ]

from Minnesota, Agi-nt,.fcc
eontaryof War, HitSKI.IN MV.u: [-«-]'
ericy of a speedy '1'he iei»ort of the coniiniRnioners, einhracitiK the ion
It does not appear tract of nale, was delivered to the Hccretnry of War on

ukkchUoii, exrept the 17th of June, and on the name day Kiihnilttcd to the
aa the repreaenta- 1'rwMniof the United States, and, having reoeived the
atioim (he etatito) mouuit of the rrenident, wns I'urnially approved hy the
itlaens, often pre- StM'retary of War on the 2d of July. In the anine month
itiea, uud towns." the tlrat payment of $J0,(MHl whs inailo hy the purchaser,
1 the usage of the and an order given to the commanding otticer at the |enit
Leruiaster general to deliver iiume.llute possi'ssion of the military reservaed,that the pro- tion and property jiertuiniug thereto to the purchaser,
lepend u|hmi the i'rankliu Steele, excepting tho fort and other buildings,
d. If the policy which were temporarily retained for the use of the troups
e troops hereafter at the poet.
ey can bo cheaply Having now briefly shown the leading and prominent
1 no place near the facts of this sale, we will proceed to notice, In some deUing,and no |x»r- tail, the objections to It, which have been urged by the
llut if Hie present majority in their re|x>rt, and which have brought litem
risous wax to con- to the conclusion that tliix alienation of one of the deitlithe buildings, fences of the country was hasty and improvident, and
flicicnt for a more calls for tiro condemnation of Congress. They assail not
rtion of thejxiint, only the expediency of the sale, hut Die authority of the
of the then exist President and Secretary of War, under the circumstances
government, that of this case, to Imvo made it. This leads to the iiu|uiry.
"fl! 'la1!in'1 nil' f'''/ the military interest* of thr country rrr/nirc that fort
ictlvc and ilitelli' tintlluiy rhonUl have l>tcn lonycr retained by lite government t
idoil nine years at It is conceded by the majority that whenever a military
' the land in forty silc becomes useless the authority is by express law consosurveyed that ferred uixin the Secretary of War, under the direction of
ui opiHirtunlty of tin- President, to make sale of it. But they ctaitcml that
lo. 1.) as this authority U, by the terms of tlic law, limits I to
tlie completion of caws whore thealte is useless, if it can be shown by cviilntcdMajor fiiwt- ilenee subsequently taken that is to say, by the opinions
>f Virginia, ageiits of peraona differing from tint conclusions of the President
mle of so inueli of and Secretary of War -that it might be longer udvnuLha line regard to tngeousl)' retained for the uses of Ihu government, tlie
e following letter eontiugeiiey has not arisen upon which the po.ver lias

been conferred, and the sale is without authority of law,
IS:rotTvr\T, afid therefore void. This extraordinary doctrine, alike
i.ui, May -.'.s, i8»7. subversive of the purposes of the law and of the authority
In trucUxl iii vi-u, in of a coordinate department of the government, although
tsHUiiini at Kurt Kiel without any practical bearing in tbe present i"iw, relmprovsmiinl^,tnOmT 'ftllres a passing notice. It is a U>ld attempt to substitute
n o i the riT.i-rvi-. n tn> the opinions of any and every man in the country for the
ml wlin iniilmt item authentic judgment and action of those in whom the |iooUinor Un> *"vi«rsiBi-st p|(. |mve regularly vested the powers ol government. It
-a iiV iiiio liaw his ox' Is jiractleally ejecting from ollicc the President and SecuringtkWr Improve ictary of War, and clothing witli the attributes of exeeui.miiwcuiy-Uve i»nu (jVe power ami with legal trusts the witnesses subpo uatxi
rimutrtm.-ni > «m.n a. befbre a committee of Congress.
I tultirmaUnfl, m Umi W bother Fort Knelling whs useless us a military site on

hnn-tu 0\e 6th of J tins, I8.*>7, the day of its sale, is a i|iiestion
r m»"i'!i"''r^ !i ".'i* I" determined alone by those in whom tlic conilstitntion and laws have placed the decision of that ipn-slscr<-s eiieli, mi mi tu tion. The occupation or alvindouiiieut of a military
ttlnit.-, wtili'lipvi-r, In post, the march of troops from one section of Uio confed-iiliercus« «t lows Hi ui enwy to miother, tlii'ir concentration at, or distribution

a u> lis being ri-iiiim-il lroui particular point*, are all incidents of that control
it. over the military defences of the country which tin- couj,"iiwill reserrs stitntion lias vested in tbe President as coinmandcr-iullllcnm-iiivr snit.iWr, , . .. ., ,, ..., ,chief ot the army. ( bngruss is tree to nnso and support

serve which evuii.iU an armv or not at its pleasure ; it limy authorize regi.|«jms-l by, tin- c.iih inents when the President does not cull for them, or it
"iin-ler'Ttio'cimu-iV'nr mB-v them when lie most desires them ; but
11-< not in in- timsl nr when once raised their movements are wholly subject to

ids disposition and control. So it may appropriate molls'n miVP ney, awl authorize the purchase of a military site; hut
SorreUry of Wnr 'f t'ic President does not choose to uiuke use of it for

military pui'jsiecs lie need not do so ; so that the practlieal decision at till times of whether any particular post,
is needed for tlic public defence must necessarily rest with

lleiskell is a well him, who lias the right to distribute and station our
Dfcupatiun, a gen- Insips at pleasure. But his decision that a site is no
ter, who had lieru longer useful for the public defence does not thereby iultttState, and was volve the authority to make sale of it. Tlie public propfirmnessof char- crty of the United Statin is vested in Congress, and the
ill knowledge, tlie authority to make sale of any (Kirtion of it can alone lie

derived from Congrcsft. When, therefore, u law is passedactions first, that, conferring upon the Executive the power of selling useedin the column less military sites, lis is, by a union of his constitutional
November, 18."i4, functions with the legislative agency, thereby cruSecretarvDavis in atcd, clothed witli full authority over the subject,mber following, a From the constitution lie derives his authority to decide

unit wna not to be whether It is useless or not; from Congress ho derives his
re, n price exceed power to sell if deemed useless. But if this power was
of military reser- Hot thus fairly deduciblc from the constitutional function
government, been of the President as commander.In-chief, it is clearly <smitecity. t'errcd by the acta of 181'J and 1867. A power vcstisl by
i|M>n examination law in an executive agent of the government, to to ll or
i a military depot, to do any other act ii|hhi the happening of a states! con;iso uuieli laud as tingeney, unless otherwise restrained, makes him neceshuuforty acres. sarily the soli- and exclusive judge of the event U|iouthe land in forty- which his authority to act becomes operative. Jlow otlieridnmellt.till- Illltl wi-u- Ik till* m-ui-r -v-r 111 In. i-.-r-iM-l > \UII. ll.

noted. present law, could determine the proper jtcrhsl of sale
sell at public or liut the President of the United States ? From what other

in their judgment department of the government I* he to seek forcounselorinitless than $7 .'<0 formation, la it from the judiciary, or fait from Congress' Is
the validity of a solemn official act of the highest functionu

inpctent. and hon- rles of the government to In? determined hy the opinions
iv any instructions which a few witnesses, constituting no part of (lie govictthe interest of eminent, may entertain of the wisdom or propriety of
were closely inter- that act! The power of the President and Secretary of
iod received from War to make these sales is, under the existing laws, abstraction*beyond solute snd unconditional. The title of the purchaser is
Major I'sistman perfected through their act. Its validity cannot lie affecthisappointment, eil liy the opinions of others. They have exercised their

ic any correspond- judgment, and the cast! is closed. It is a judgment m
ter the sale. Mr. rnn, from which there is no np)<eal. The reasoning of
his appointment, the majority is at war with the clearly established prinJonshe received ciples of our government. It would overturn every sale,

it you can for the and render iueiciiia every right of property acquired
ic best over made through any of the executive agents of the government,
(larcel of sharpers Hut there is no neicssity in the present ease of invokeyesopen." ing the aid of any such construction of lawr to semen from
intiI after the sale impiiry the late act of the Secretary of War. Suppose this
was no commiini- subject had not already Iwen disjiosed of hy competent auidthe ageuts ap- thority ; that the President nnd Secretary of War had
ccping within the not already aid Inn iaed iukI ratified tliis sate; that the
to exercise all the purchase money, so far us due hy the contract, had not
upon their own already ls-cn paid, and |Hstsession of the property delivered,mid that it was now an open question lor Kxocutlre

j projierty, which decision, we shall proceed to show that the weight ot'anina residence of thority and the force of reasoning contained in the acmersdecided Uiat eonipanying evidence sustain the expediency of the sale
retention of any of the Fort- Knelling reservation. It is shown cnnclu

; that, in view of sively by General Scott, General Smith, General .lesup,of the ootubina- and hy every military officer, without exception, who has
n the sales at tlm appeared Wore the committee, as also hy public facts,lid the baianls of known to tho committee, and to every intelligent man
so of it for its full in the country, thai since the extinguishment of the lnascrand finding disn title, and the removal of the native trils-s Iroin that
Human wlto com- vicinity in 1851, Fort Snelling hus i'eeome an interior
ilile, and honors post, slid useless for any of the puiposeaof detente.
I the value of the TTpua tliis (siint tlirre is not « contradictory opinion in
hey opened a cor the evidence, or if so, imne worthy of notice.

ii n,t b* Bui HnoOirr I»»«k been mtgjpuftM in rrforf»n<* to the
tod to give for it |)I|||*W<* for which Fort .Snellinu might ittil I |w need. niin-e
ah to wuomo the |t |,nK hnnme tiaehvtii for Utnmi of defeat*, and that in, ivt
thaprnw. Htmi of a convenient point to keep np a government eatnhliali
proHorcil to give mint of olhcerit, employm, hinnea. inn lea, ,vc., to litrninh
ny lu»d intimated hi the two fmntiri pioW, which, aincc ihr removal of
r«crve ,w fairly Mm In.linns, liit.v hi en cbUhliahrtt on Che Minn<nuta and
would not Kell it Miwihdppt river*, their provkuma ami «mplbw. It j*

J would girt) that upon this asserted bom fit of Fort Snelliiig to the gov-

V,
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orAmciii, llwt III*"!*; Iim been Itov <llvan.il y of «>f*iiiir*it I
munugnt lh« «i(i«aw*Wlwhwvf»|>iK*Mwl brlurn tin torn

initio;. , ,v
In »u|»|x>rt of thin bleu of retniuiug Fort HnrHfrm at a

depot of supplier, Colonel loreuno Thoiiiaa, at) atwinUiit
(** I i it to lit general of tlte army, Mifol J. fl, Mhrtfu. an

otkiiwlHitl i|narter«no>li-r, vrhn WM HalMx*! aft PMY-WielliuKat Umi tiiiiM o4 Hiilt, awl Capt. IImM, htw SO^te**-.!
very clear aiul ikctM npiiiluM. Urn. NtoHtMOmr
hump im<>r the name klr», but with no niaajr tuwdilh*
tions, n* to tints OMt fioMejh M to Make their opinions.
ilc orvvdly high M they are upon *11 laUMarr (|»M*llo»i«,
of no |Nirtlcu1ar weight lit the piment controreny The
views of lim. 'lluNhHI and (hplM Mmpeon Me no little
supported by any information urn Um mrtfort M »<> do
pijvc tlo ni of any influence whatsoever upon vfr jndg
Wilts. 'llieec are alt the officers of die army who have
fiMort'd ue with their piofeaxkinal opfidous t» aapfoi t of
that policy. 'Ilic Uon .^t^p^en A. Douglts pall Adam
II Stuart concur fu the aarae view. It may of here
stated that, in the opinion of all thane wttoeiM*, ft would
be expedient la retain, for the pwepeeea ef sn^rwMltarr
depot, merely the public buddings and nennMj^p^i« of
thelandIneppnaMou te theee views, deiMllPhllhr t. Smith,
then weeuaaadtng .the weetem military departWarmt, in
which Fort Swelling la aitoatd), Colon* Frpncta ly>e, at
thlH time, and since the transfcr of OeneiM Smith to
Ulali, commanding in that department, Major MMtmaii,
I'aphiin Todd, Captain J. A. Whitliai), Lieut. Blckfud <

Drum, officers of the army, ami Htm, Charles K. Ktn
nrt, M>nator from Michigan, Hon. H. M. Woe, senator
elect from Miunewota, and Hon. Win. K. Hefckell, one of
the commissioners of Male, all express moat decided opinions(hut Fort Knelling had ceased to be tiaeful for any
militnry purpose whatever.
Home of these witnesses have asaiguffd WWIIM IM their t

opinion, marked l>y ao much intelligence aqd knowledge
of the subject upon which they hare testHied, mat we

Khali incorporate a portion of their ertdenshMMMi report,an<l adopt their views as the conclusions ot our own
minds.

General Perti/or P. Smith toy*:
" A* h |«>lnt iif itefitoee, III* rals* of fort (biennis has Mtlrelr

*"iie. It I* within the Irontier. A* a point of depot, pi a (rent
measure Ua valua lis* guiie, too; I tlilnk in) naif entirely gone, bacon..
* groat many auppltf* inn ba fot further tewarda theflraeMar llian
Fbrt Snsllifig ll«eiri*. a* Ibe (xxiutrjr l« aetlhrl up tin Mlneesota from
a linadrett to a Immirod and tttj mile*, and theft am aoattarUtK net-
th-monta up tho about hundred rallee. The value i>f *

.lepot Ilea In nl»» or two tiling* win, whether It h III IIM OMMte if a

lirgo prodm mg r<'xi>m, in which yuu couldcollect whatever yop might
wish for enppIlM, In oritur <" dletrlbute them through the renntry;
another, would bit a dopoluulhe line of traMpM-talkm wheTe, arriving
ill tho pothl at which the routeii of IrunaporMtiuii reparole, yonliavo
tratudiiptncm* to make. In either ran* y«t want apot t> WMcb you
could dopoalM vonr elorea, rlllier ill their (.oHaetinu or preparatory to
distribution, in order to upfead them over Iho country ytm IMeud to
riipply. Knit Shelling Hotnn year* *go win timet valuable an a point
of defence. It waa well attuated, and Itia frontier* wen behind It. It 'jjwould arrest the enemy, and no enemy would go to Aie froatl i and «

leave a (arc* In Ihelr rear.a thing whieh the mud uncTvlnaed nation*
dielike lo do. Ilut aa a depot it waa of no great nine, bncaaae tliero
were not oilier point < of defhuo" bnynnd It. It wa> a depui only Air
ita own parllcnbir service, and nut of thocountry lmm«dl*t»ly ariatnd
it. Now, Ulere aro |awla up the Ml**l">dppt alierf and U|i the St
Peter'*, and thnae |umI* ran be reached hy the -ante raeawa of tram
jmrtatioii which bring the supplies troni tlietr original pntnt *>f pro
duetiuu.that i*, a sfeamlumt coming from nt. Paul laden with pro.
viaioua and urilnanoo atorea, or any supplies ftw troop*, la nut nhllged
to rhangn ita cargo id any |udid ehort of Kurt Kldgley, If got g op tho
Minnesota, and I* only oldiged In irnnalilp them la got around the fall* *

W ft. Anthony , if going up the Mississippi to lort Ripley. Therefore
there l* no need of a depot at the pim-tion of that* two river*, ho
cau»o it "due* not anaw< r fitter of thuee eupiandttpoe I have madethatla, tho necessity of ohaugiug llie mode of trMMportallon, or the
neo'-KHlly of passing around die obstacle* by portage, pr aomelhlog .

tvimvamnt thereto, witch an hy a eanal or railroad. it ha* lost, in rati,
It* vnlue, either aa a place if defence or a* a«le|(Ot, In csnaoqneiiee of
the advance Of settlement*."

He cxprcxHwt tin; deckjetl opinion tluit (he proper
mode of tniiiB|¥UiiriK auppliett for the whole region of 1

tho npiier Mix.nieai|ij>i in frutu Fond du Lac, on Laflui Hit ,

(nirior: ...
*

then are two dfijei liana to river navigation -cue I«, that it I*
frozen up during I he whole winter, and in the enmities the water ie >
an low an to render Ihn navigation diRlruU end rtengurene. Moat* are
afraid to go up the fSar if liehig unable to return. The sa'me flilBrnl
ly m*p twunt In My* I aha aavlgwtfim In dee winter UmH obelmet* river
navigation hut in (be mtnimer y ou e*n at any Um« take etipplioa
fnao ItygeVi, jiptwti. tflrvcVtiul, t.ineago, or (tan nwy mrttm town*
which border iljjaui t|»e lake*, to the MWIhwuutera. extremity <d lake
importer. hy the largest state orateamete which ean pea* the canal at
Soult Salute Marie, tnd at Koiol du JSC. you are alautt open a range
with the line rg'pous how e*lrtWt*tlod near PemMn.v and those lew*posts,aueh n* I'ort JSuelbag." ».

Major Seth fastman testified its folio tru :
" I Conalder Fort Suelhug perfectly useless a* a military station

Tlie cntndry la Inhnhll.*! north, annth, r»*t, and west of It. .V city of
15,000 tnltahilauts lie* within live or sis mtloa ol it. Tlwindialie hnvn
removed a hundred Tulles or more weal, and lltn country Is inhabited
by our own people. I ik) not conalder it ner.ssary areir"»»a de|mt
Tliere la toil one |ai*t to 1n> supplied, supposing Fort Ripley lo he
abandoned, and Unit la Fort Rnlgley. Fort Ridglep hf on lite aamo i
river with Flirt Pnelling, (tho Minnnuotn.) In Ihe aprlng ofllte year
It l< nartgahle for ateumhoots from St. laniia I* above that point, ami
that post could ho supplied vnlirely hy ateamboet uarigethui. Hence, *̂
H Wbnld lie a Iiaoh'sa expenae to nuliawl at St. Ihtlll or Fort Snelhllg. i
or any ether (mini In-low Furl lU<lgley, fur thopur|Kiae uf mbipidog
Hut aitppnslng that It waa necesBary to aupply that poet when uavlgatlonwas closed, the couptry^ln full of tho mean* end Mlltiea of
trana|iort.ition, and the ponple would he gliul lo (To this work at one
purler what It now co«ts tlie government. Hence, It wo«bl he morn
isonoinienl not lo keep up Fort Snelling as a depot. Kven aup|H«lngthat we would have to unload a cargo of prnviabmii at it. Haul, to put
It ii|*iii nnotlp-r class lautt to go up the Mmneaota river, the only cs
jmmhc woairv n» uiwmuiiik *iw piu«m(f tl itnmttiiAiciy u|Wi ttiiotfcfu
Kt'-nmboui. or putting It Into * t ornims*too tor ofin utght, f<>r
tmnfi nre running tliofo dully. For th« niipply i»f « utridll pout llko
Unit, oijc MtoHfkitwNit ivimld tnltt a yar> «nppty. Ifiioi
Ui« mean* *«TtruiiMfWirlnlhm In flic country, iln»u it, might
Mnry f«»r Hie government to keep up a depot p»f frntitftat t»y ex

{Hon. Unity M. Itirr, dilator elect from Minnesota,
think* the Herretary of Waraeted with judgment, In <11gl*»tiuKnot only of the reserve, bnl of all the governmentbuildings upon It. lie says : >|

"II would liuvo b«in an extra evpenu* to lli» (intrnnNt of from
t*i» to forty ilHMwan'l dollar* a year li ihey had Iuvea retained, mid
Ihey, would have Im»m <>f no wirUily um. I wm lurmerly a suiter
In the army, and havt transported an Immense "fOc'inl lif gTtvrrn
mailt auppili". Tim furl la situated on n blgb hill, np wdrinh *11 the
*upplh"< nave In ho carried. large ho*!* rniiiinl gal up Ilia lircr any
higher than ft. I'aul in low ulegi-u of wniar. tlnode innat there la<
Irnnshtppeit iulo lunlii which run up lb* Minnesota river, and whlali
Ukn *iip|illaa lo fori Illilglay. To aanit Iha girnda directly ftrnm m
Paul would aave the trouble of ranhipping at fort ttnelllaf, npvr llin '

expellee of hauling lha gmul* np that high hill anil itnwn again, aava «
I ho expellee of heaping anliliera tlmra onatanlly to fceop IbSLbatidtng*
In repulr, ami aave a gri-al ileal of time ami ua In the fori, It ha" boon
a grant uuraa to ua for tlio lent four or Ore yearn, from thottrt you
ran nee Ilia ainoke from hullillnga that Oliver 20,000 whit* paop'e ,

Indiana aril now aelihim aeeo thnrn. Th* Puddings am made ofMuna.
and aro rory old. Tlwy were conimniiced In 181* or lU0Lat which
nine all malnrtala, except atom-, had to he taken np Ifl aeklnavv
hoata. The biillilliiga were (nil np In a nmgh manner, and they are
ont of repair. I lialWe, however, one or two hullillnga bnvo beon
pat up ainta the fort waa built." <

'

To the undersigned, who have no knowledge derived
from jvono mill observation of that section of country, ami
who can only look at thin question through map*, and hy
the light which geography, and the testimony of somp*
tent witnesses can throw upon it, there doca not occur to
our nilntlH one milwtantlal reason why an e&pegaive gov- '.
eminent estahliahment should have been maintained at
Kitrt Knelling for the purpoao of fwwawUng supplies to
one or at most two frontier poet*. The demand* ai our
£ itvice would not allow of moTe than one company being
stationed at Fort Hipley, and one at Fort lUdgteyj In
deed, during Uie last summer the pressure upon the servicerequired the withdrawal of that one company from
Fort Ripley, and the total abandonment of tag site.
From subsequent Indications of discontent among the In
diaiM, a company was restored and the .fort tssMPMhrilv i
reorganised. It seems to iia alsuird to say that there
conlii be any economy In the government keeping wp mi
establishment, which they were altle to Mil ufffViim
of $90,000, expending the money every yeer m untold for
repair* upon building* originally imperfect In rtioafriu
tioii and In a state of decay, maintaining some forty
or fifty employee, two hundred head of mules, fcoveee ami
oxen, and the necessary officers in command, and all
for the purpose of *upplying two companies uponDie frontier with proviakwia ami clothing. Jt that
country destitute of the mean* and facUitiea of trausportatlon,it might I* a military necessity to which we
should submit, no matter wliat might he Its cost. Hut
when all the means of transportation, both by land ami
water, are knywn to siround in that region; when
streams, always navigable at certsin seasons of tin* yeai,How in sight of the |iicket walls of thoae foits ; when the
(Juarteimaster General informs us that he has newer encounteredany difficulties in procuiing if) that country the
facilities of trnnsjestation ; when he further informs us
that a lApitidist of acknowledin'd responsibility be* ten.
dered to him to transport all the supplies nspiitcd fer the J,
troops nt those prists at "//' hot/ </ irhnl ri km an/ tk» ynrti n- f
iw/sg, which offer the <ynarterniMh-r I letu^al tells tin fn» *

mean* to tli<. rrtciii jttii .( K«.rl Hik-Iu,,,
<1r. imiKtnu. .-M, nn<l for mil Ii p. ir| «.« *, would

Umr IM nAfa ill) itifafrMMMtt*, mrrilW i|.. n l.nk. .f .k..

i«pri-wntittiv<w of the |inopfo
It Ik Ktni moro rem«rk.iN, now, Kilu. lhi, ,
W Ix-.n K..I.I, thnl there .houhl ,,, ..1
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